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“RECOGNITION”- Class of 1977 Class Gift 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Our THREE criteria for gift selection included the following: 
 
1. Positive impact and greatest benefit for the Cadets and the Cadet Wing.  
2. The best gift to inspire our classmates for their greatest support.  
3. The greatest recognition for ’77 to leave a lasting Legacy.  
 
This talking paper is about the “the greatest recognition for ’77 to leave a lasting Legacy” 
Based on these criteria, two projects were selected as the best choices for our Class Gift. 
 
Madera Cyber Innovation Center - $1 million for the construction of a specific lab in the new 
state-of-the art Cyber Innovation Building. Our class will be recognized for the LIFE of the building 
when we meet our goal. 
 
NCLS Endowment - $300,000 to assist in the operation of the National Character and Leadership 
Symposium held annually at the AF Academy. Our class will be recognized as a sponsor in PERPETUITY 
when we meet our goal. 
 
 
 
 



RECOGNITION 
 
Cyber Security, Networking, Radio Frequency, and Telecommunications Lab 
 
 -The Class of 1977 will be recognized with their name and class crest as 
similar to other classes of the “Long Blue Line” who have been recognized in 
past Academy building projects. 
 
 -Any donor who makes a gift of $10000 or more will be recognized on 
a donor panel in a central location in the Madera Cyber Innovation Center. 
 
 -The recognition design is planned to start this summer (2021) and 
will planned for installation just prior to the Grand Opening in 2023. The 
recognition design will be specific to the Madera Cyber Innovation Center and 
must meet 
Academy standards with final approval by the USAFA Memorial Board and 
the Superintendent. 
 
Sponsor of the National Character and Leadership Symposium (NCLS) 
 
The Class of 1977, through our endowment, will be recognized at  
the world class Symposium as follows: 
 
1. Recognition in all publications, advertising and emails, the NCLS website, and 
the NCLS app. 
2. Recognition at the NCLS banquet. 
 
NOTE: 
 
The class of 1977 will be recognized separately from other classes who are 
also doing Class Gifts for the Madera Cyber Innovation Center and the National 
Character and Leadership Symposium (NCLS). You may notice 
these projects in all Academy publications to include “Checkpoints.” 
 
Recognition design is being finalized at the Madera Cyber Innovation Center; 
however, an example of the CCLD recognition design is included in Exhibit A. 
 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

1. Lt Gen (Ret) Mike Gould’s Letter 
 

2. Exhibit A - Recognition Example-Center for Character of 
Leadership Development (CCLD) 



  

 

 
 
 
 
December 17, 2020 
 
 
USAFA Class of 1977 
45th Reunion Class Gift Campaign 
 
Dear Class Members, 
 
I congratulate the Class of 1977 on the tremendous success of your early fundraising for 
your 45th reunion gift.  With over 60% already pledged toward the $1.3 million goal, you 
are well within reach of completing this transformational gift to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy supporting the Madera Cyber Innovation Center and the National Character 
and Leadership Symposium (NCLS) Endowment. 
 
The Academy will break ground on the center in early 2021. We will begin the design of 
the donor recognition in the summer, and the final installation is planned for 2023 shortly 
before the grand opening.  We are following recent recognition practice in which each 
donor making a gift of $10,000 and above will be recognized on a central donor 
installation within the building.  We work with the USAFA Memorial Board to ensure 
the donor recognition design meets Academy standards and then they provide their 
recommendation to the Superintendent for final approval of the design.  The Class of 
1977 will also be recognized on the Cyber Security, Networking, Radio Frequency, and 
Telecommunications Lab in the building. Your class gift will make a lasting impact on 
the mission of this important center for years to come. 
 
I thank each class member who has already made a pledge. We in the Air Force Academy 
Foundation truly appreciate your support! 
 
With sincere gratitude, 
 

 
Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Mike Gould ’76 

CEO  
Association of Graduates & Air Force Academy Foundation  
 
 










